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P ress release, 1 9  May  2 0 0 8  
 

FRISSON – First joint show of Finnish fashion in Paris, 
2 June 2008 
 
 
Frisson w ill be sh ow casing new  Finnish  fash ion in P aris in J une. T h e joint sh ow  to 
tak e p lace on Monday  2  J une 2 0 0 8  at Palais de Tokyo    w ill feature Hanna Sarén, 

Minna Parikka, Anna Ruohonen, Kirsti Kasnio, Nanso, Haaksiluoto, Tiia Vanhatapio, 

Lum i Accessories and vainio.seitsonen. T h is internationally  imp ortant fash ion 
break th rough  is being p roduced by  Design Forum  Finland.... 
 
T h e first-ev er ex tensiv e joint sh ow  of Finnish  fash ion designers and businesses is 
directed at international and French  media, buy ers and influential figures in th e 
field. T h e sh ow  is to be staged at th e contemp orary  art museum P alais de T ok y o, a 
p op ular meeting p lace and one of th e v enues of P aris Fash ion W eek . Inv ited guests 
h av e th e ch ance to meet th e designers and see th e collections of th e p articip ating 
fash ion businesses more closely  in th e sh ow room to be set up  at th e museum. In 
th e sh ow room w ill be also p resented scent jew ellery  of Finnish  comp any  Kaipaus. 
 
Frisson is th e result of comp reh ensiv e collaboration and strong Finnish  ex p ertise. 
Teri Niitti, th e artistic director and sty list of th e sh ow  h as, togeth er w ith  D esign 
Forum Finland, selected th e designers and designed th e ev ent. Acting as consultant 
at th e initial stages w as Teem u Muurim äki, , , , a Finnish  fash ion designer w h o h as been 
based in P aris for sev eral y ears. T h e v isual identity  of Frisson h as been designed by  
Inka Järvinen and Jonatan Eriksson, from th e grap h ic design agency  T N O O C . T h e 
sh ow  w ill feature Finnish  models and Finnish  music. Mak e-up  and h air are th e 
h andiw ork  of Nina Björkm an and Janne Suono. 
 
T h e ev ent-organiser p artner in P aris w ill be A Suivre Events,,,, w ith  2 0  y ears' 
ex p erience in organising fash ion sh ow s in France. P romoting th e v isibility  of th e 
sh ow  in France is P aris-based P R  agency  Brigitte Chouet. T h e ev ent is organised by  
D esign Forum Finland, th e p romotion organisation of Finnish  design, and it is p art 
of th e Finnish  cultural season “ 1 0 0  %  Finlande”  in France. 
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Right now, young Finnish fashion is in a moment like this... r ead y to introd uc e to the 
wor ld  – through new technology, insight and  serend ip ity – something no-one has seen 
b efore, ev en though it has b een in front of us the whole time. T od ay the mov ement of 
fashion stop s for  a moment on the up p er  floor  of P alais d e T okyo and  we are allowed  a 
flash, a glimp se of Finnish fashion d esign. T his is a small, c old  sigh, a fr isson, a v ib ration 
from the nor th – a froz en moment in new Finnish fashion d esign. T his is FRI S S O N ."  – 
T eri N iitti, artistic director. 
 
 
 
Further inform ation: 

K ristina N oor, P roject Manager, + 3 5 8  (0 )9  6 2 2 0  8 1 2 0 , k ristina.noor@ designforum.fi, 
w w w .designforum.fi 
Aila K oleh mainen, P R  and C ommunications Manager, + 3 5 8  (0 )9  6 2 2 0  8 1 2 1 , 
aila.k oleh mainen@ designforum.fi 
Im ages:    w w w .designforum.fi/ frisson, P iritta H annonen, + 3 5 8  (0 )9  6 2 2 0  8 1 2 2 , 
p ritta.h annonen@ designforum.fi 
 
 
 

Designer presentations 
 
 
Hanna Sarén (born 1 9 6 5 ) created h er first collection, consisting of bags and clogs, in 
J ap an in 2 0 0 0 . C loth ing and sh oe collections w ere soon to follow . C urrently  th e 
H anna S arén brand encomp asses w omen's and men's collections, sh oes, bags and 
accessories. A ch ildren's collection w as launch ed recently . S arén's designs alw ay s 
start from th e material. H er p roducts can be identified by  a touch  of craft in th e 
details, such  as embroidery  or moth er-of-p earl and p ow der finish es – 
simultaneously  ex p erimental and commercial in design. w w w .h annasaren.com 
 
Minna Parikka (born 1 9 8 0 ) h as alw ay s been into sh oes. S h e designed h er first sh oes 
for h erself w h en sh e w as only  1 5 . T h e Minna P arik k a brand w as launch ed in 2 0 0 5 , 
and currently  h er sh oes are sold in ten countries. H er insp iration lies in emotions – 
th e collections alw ay s disp lay  contrasting feelings betw een girlish  innocence and 
aggressiv e ex h ibitionism. Fash ion is at its most beautiful w h en a sense of p lay  and 
h umour are inv olv ed, believ es P arik k a. w w w .minnap arik k a.com 
 
Anna Ruohonen (born 1 9 6 7 ) settled in P aris after graduating as a cloth ing and 
tex tile designer. S h e is k now n for h er out-of-th e-ordinary  men's collections: 
elegance, surp rising materials, magnified forms and sp ecial details. S h e w ants to 
p lay  w ith  mental and v isual contrasts. H er w omen's collection Feminine A sp ec ts w as 
launch ed in 2 0 0 1 –2 0 0 2 . w w w .annaruoh onen.com 
 
Kirsti Kasnio, arch itect and fash ion designer, mak es v ersatile use of p leating in th e 
design of h er dresses. P erfected to a tee, h er dresses are structurally  simp le w ith  a 
p ure and statuesq ue form. B y  using p leating, a rare tech niq ue now aday s, K asnio 
mak es h er dresses flow  ligh tly  and softly . H er comp any , S tudio K irsti K asnio, w as 
founded in 2 0 0 2 . w w w .k irstik asnio.com 
 
Nanso Group    is th e second-largest tex tile and cloth ing comp any  in Finland and one 
of th e leading p lay ers in th e field in th e N ordic countries. T h e designer duo R inne-
N iinik osk i (P iia R inne, born 1 9 7 3  and N oora N iinik osk i, born 1 9 7 2 ) created a 
Fairtrade-cotton collection for N anso in w h ich  th e colour sp lendour of flow er 
meadow s meets th e forms of structured design. T h e duo is k now n mainly  for th eir 
h and-p rinted, embroidered and embellish ed one-of-a k ind p ieces but th ey  are also 
interested in th e p rocesses of industrial manufacture and th e new  ch allenges related 
to it. w w w .nanso.com 
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T h e w omen beh ind    th e Haaksiluoto brand    are fash ion designer P ä iv i H aak siluoto 
(born 1 9 7 3 ) and tex tile artist J aana H aak siluoto (born 1 9 7 5 ). T h e sp eciality  of 
H aak siluoto p roducts lies in th eir sk ilful cuts and carefully  designed details, 
combining a S candinav ian sty le w ith  classic forms and J ap anese minimalism. T h e 
outfits are sensible, uniq ue and innov ativ e, as ex emp lified by  th e p ieces th at both  
w arm y ou and comp lement y our ev ening w ear. w w w .h aak siluoto.com 
 
Tiia Vanhatapio (born 1 9 6 9 ) dubs h er sty le " D ark  C outure" : feminine, dramatic, 
sensual, black . H er collections feature ev ening dresses, cock tail dresses and fur; th e 
Q uelle J olie B ébé! baby -couture line w as launch ed in 2 0 0 5 . w w w .v anh atap io.fi 
 
Founded in 2 0 0 0  in N ew  Y ork  by  Finnish  designer S anna K antola (born 1 9 7 2 ) and 
French  designer B runo B eaugrand (born 1 9 7 1 ),    Lum i Accessories    is a comp any  
sp ecialising in th e manufacture of bags and accessories. T h e main material of th e 
first collection, snow -w h ite felt, brough t about th e brand name L umi (Finnish  for 
snow ). T oday , L umi p roducts are sold in ov er 2 5  countries around th e w orld. L umi 
Accessories op erates both  in H elsink i and in N ew  Y ork . w w w .lumiaccessories.com 
 
T h e vainio-Seitsonen fash ion duo formed by  Merja S eitsonen (born 1 9 6 3 ) and 
J oh anna V ainio (born 1 9 6 6 ) mov es effortlessly  in th e unch arted borderlands of 
fash ion and art. In Finland, team V ainio-S eitsonen h av e been sh ow casing th eir 
original w ork ing meth ods and sources of insp iration, for ex amp le, in art galleries. 
T h ey  feel it is imp ortant to observ e societal p h enomena and to collaborate w ith  
artists from v arious fields. w w w .v ainioseitsonen.com 


