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Ceramic artist Matias Liimatainen receives the Young Designer of the Year prize in 2020, awarded by Design Forum 
Finland. The works of Matias Liimatainen (born 1989) tread the fine line between functional objects and art. He cre-

ates original, sculptural figures, jewellery and lighting units from ceramics, glass and wood. He utilises techniques 

which are time-consuming and often self-developed. The finished product may seem like it is not ceramic at all, and 

his works consist of layers and insights, noted the prize jury.

“My ideas actually start from the material and the way it speaks to me. That's why my work is sort of operating amidst 

design, art, and craft traditions. I aim at showing my own strong signature in my works but in a way which does not 

stifle the own voice of the material. For me, natural cooperation with the material is important,” describes Matias 

Liimatainen his work.

According to the jury, Liimatainen's works are dynamic, and he captures moods in small, life-like things. He uses 

colour boldly and creates objects that can be viewed from any angle. “Matias Liimatainen has a touching and strong 

signature style that stands out from the rest. His identity is powerful and he works in a distinct way. Despite his young 

age, Liimatainen has been very productive and worked with a steady hand. Becoming a designer takes more than just 

talent – it requires getting your hands dirty. This is evident in Matias Liimatainen’s determined approach to work,” 

stated the prize jury.

Design Forum Finland's Young Designer of the Year prize was established in 2000 and it it awarded now for the 

19th time. It can be given to one or several individuals or a team exhibiting new, creative concepts and skills in 

design. The purpose of the prize is to encourage young designers to carry on uncompromising and original work in 

design. Young Designer of the Year is part of Design Forum Finland Awards.



The prize sum is €5,000 and in 2018–2020 it also includes participation in IF Studios, the artist-in-residence pro-

gram of the Finnish Institute in France in Paris. The IF Studios residence program supports the internationalization 

of Finnish artists, curators and other creative professionals in France.

The prize jury of 2020 consisted of CEO Petteri Kolinen  /  Design Forum Finland, MA Mikko Paakkanen, designer 

Saara Renvall /   Creative Studio Renvall and Director Johanna Råman  /  Institut finlandais.

The Young Designer of the Year prize exhibition is part of Design Forum Finland Awards exhibition and on show at 

Exhibition Centre WeeGee in Espoo 8–31 May 2020. Design Forum Finland Awards is a new concept which brings 

together Design Forum Finland's design prizes: Fennia Prize, Kaj Franck Design Prize, Young Designer of the Year 

prize and Estlander Prize.
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Young Designer of the Year 2020: Matias Liimatainen
Design Forum Finland Awards

8–31 May 2020 Exhibition Centre WeeGee, Ahertajantie 5, Espoo

Opening hours: Tue, Sat, Sun 11am–5pm, Wed, Thu, Fri 11am–7pm, closed on Mondays, free entrance

www.designforum.fi/en/award/vnm2020/

www.matiasliimatainen.com

#vuodennuorimuotoilija
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Design Forum Finland, Communications Specialist Anne Veinola

anne.veinola@designforum.fi, +358 (0)40 548 6407

 

DESIGN FORUM FINLAND

Design Forum Finland promotes the use of design in Finnish companies, especially as a tool for leadership and on a stra-

tegic level. Our services enhance companies’ international competitiveness and find new models for developing business 

for future customer needs. This creates value for customers, owners and society at large in the long term.
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