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Designer Hanna Anonen receives the Young Designer of the Year prize in 2021, awarded by Design Forum Finland.

Hanna Anonen (b. 1987) is a versatile designer whose portfolio covers a wide range from spatial and graphic de-

sign to interior decoration products, such as furniture and smaller items. The pieces, which are often made from 

painted wood, are characterised by bright colours, unexpected ideas and playfulness.  As early as in 2013, when 

Anonen was still a student at the Aalto University, her Ripsiraita floor "mat" made from wooden slats aroused 

attention at the Protoshop area of Habitare Fair and made it even to the pages of Wallpaper. In 2019, the Cocktail 

lamp made from coloured wooden sticks was launched and it also gained a lot of attention in the media. The Plizé 

boxes, designed for Made by Choice, were launched at Stockholm Furniture Fair in 2020.

“I really enjoy finding inspiration very much,” Hanna Anonen decribes her working process. “Being inspired is the 

creative part – not just rationally solving something and then performing the solution, but rather finding the solution 

through inspiration.”

According to the prize jury, Hanna Anonen’s style is bold and unique and her expert skills have gained her assign-

ments from many Finnish brands. These include, among others, Made by Choice, Hakola, Mifuko, Iittala and Terhi 

Pölkki. Anonen has also made exhibition design for Grafia Association of Finnish Visual Designers and the Design 

Museum, among other clients. Hanna Anonen's works are reinventing the image of Finnish modern design and 

have received international attention. Thanks to her strong identity as a designer, Hanna Anonen is paving the way 

for other young designers, states the prize jury.

Design Forum Finland's Young Designer of the Year prize was established in 2000 and it is awarded now for the 

20th time. It can be given to one or several individuals or a team exhibiting new, creative concepts and skills in 



design. The purpose of the prize is to encourage young designers to carry on uncompromising and original work 

in design. The prize sum is €5,000 and in 2018–2022 it also includes participation in IF Studios, the artist-in-resi-

dence program of the Finnish Institute in France in Paris. The IF Studios residence program supports the interna-

tionalization of Finnish artists, curators and other creative professionals in France.

The members of the prize jury of 2021 were CEO Petteri Kolinen / Design Forum Finland, Senior Lecturer Merja 

Kosonen / Metropolia AMK , Design Director Antti Olin / Isku  Oy and Director Johanna Råman / Institut finlandais.

Young Designer of the Year 2021 prize exhibition is a part of Design Forum Finland Awards exhibition at Galleria 

A2, Helsinki, 3–24 June 2021.
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DESIGN FORUM FINLAND

Design Forum Finland promotes the use of design in Finnish companies, especially as a tool for leadership and on a 

strategic level. Our services enhance companies’ international competitiveness and find new models for developing 

business for future customer needs. This creates value for customers, owners and society at large in the long term.
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