
§ 1 The name and purpose of the competition 

The name of the competition is Fennia Prize 22. Fennia Prize is a part of Design Forum Finland Awards ( DFF 
Awards ). The Fennia Prize competition is intended for companies or organizations that use design strategically 
in their business operations. This means that:

Design has a significant role in the company’s strategy. In addition to traditional design targets, such as 
products and services, packaging, visual communication, etc., design may also be applied to e.g. business 
processes, the company’s strategy, arranging events and experiences, presenting information or clarifying the 
company’s identity. Design is a versatile tool, with which a company can create long-term added value for its 
customers and its own operations on many different levels and in many different ways.

The winners of the Fennia Prize will be selected through an unbiased process and the selections are only based 
on the reward criteria and the high quality of design. The prizes encourage companies to use design innova-
tively and comprehensively, as well as a strategic resource.

§ 2 The organizers of the competition 

The Fennia Prize competition is held every second year. It is arranged by Design Forum Finland and Fennia, in 
cooperation with the Finnish Patent and Registration Office ( PRH ) and Elo.

Design Forum Finland supports the international competitiveness of Finnish companies and organisations by 
promoting the strategic use of design. Our values, trailblazing, interaction, meaningfulness and sustainability, 
are reflected in the elected winners. Design Forum Finland is maintained by the Finnish Society of Crafts and 
Design. Design Forum Finland is in charge of the competition’s implementation, communication and the exhibi-
tion linked to the prize, with its additional programme. DFF Awards has a consistent visual identity. Design 
Forum Finland is in charge of the management and development of the visuals and contents of DFF Awards 
together with its partners.

The competition and prize were established by Fennia and Design Forum Finland in 1989 in order to promote in-
sightful design and the competitive edge of companies. The prize, called Pro Finnish Design, was first awarded 
in 1990. 

Fennia and Elo Mutual Pension Insurance donate as partners the Fennia Prizes with the purpose of promoting 
entrepreneurship, company growth and the creation of healthy working communities.

The Finnish Patent and Registration Office (PRH) creates a stable basis for Finnish business life by registering 
companies and communities and by investigating and protecting intellectual property rights, e.g. trademarks, 
patents and design rights. PRH donates the IPR Excellence Prize.

§ 3 Participation

The Fennia Prize competition is open to companies and organizations that use design strategically in their own 
business operations as described in §1. A design office can not participate in the competition with a product, 
service, concept etc. that has been designed for another company or organization.

A separate competition brief is issued for the competition. The competition schedule, registration procedure, 
presentation materials of entries, registration and participation fees and the prize sums are ratified in the com-
petition brief. 

The competition brief is decided upon by Design Forum Finland on the basis of an agreement with Fennia.
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§ 4 Evaluation criteria 

The awarded company or organization must demonstrate high-class design competence. The company or 
organization uses design on the strategic level.

The competition entry of an awarded company or organization is expected to meet the following evaluation 
criteria:

Customer-oriented: When planning and implementing their business or services, the company or organization 
focuses on the needs of their customers and also takes into account the future customers.

Innovativeness: The company or organization utilises innovations and new solutions in their business to 
stand out and succeed on the market.

Design quality: Design is purposeful and original, stands out and promotes sustainable development. Design 
addresses the target group of the product, service or concept in an interesting and attractive manner.

Sustainability: Economical, ecological and social sustainability haven been considered in the competition 
entry.

The prize jury may also require competition entries to exhibit other properties distinctive of good design that 
are not mentioned here.

§ 5 The prize jury

The recipients of the Fennia Prizes and Honourable Mentions are chosen by a prize jury consisting of experts in 
design and business. The jury makes its decisions based on evaluations made by a preliminary panel. The jury 
does not give statements concerning its decisions.

The prize jury shall consist of a maximum of nine members, of whom at least one is a prominent international 
figure in design. The jury includes representatives of Fennia, the Finnish Patent and Registration Office and 
Design Forum Finland. 

The prize jury is appointed by Design Forum Finland in accordance with an agreement with Fennia. 

§ 6 The preliminary panel  

A preliminary panel consisting of design professionals shall consider all the entries and give its evaluation, as a 
score, in written form to the prize jury. The preliminary panel does not give statements concerning its decisions. 
The preliminary panel is appointed by Design Forum Finland.

§ 7 The competition secretariat

The representatives of Fennia and Design Forum Finland shall serve as the secretaries of the competition.

§ 8 Prizes 

The Fennia Prizes and Honourable Mentions and the IPR Excellence Prize are awarded to companies or 
organizations. 

There will be one Fennia Prize Grand Prix, chosen from among all the competition entries. In addition to this, 
a maximum of 4 Fennia Prize Winner awards and a maximum of 10 Fennia Prize Honourable Mentions will 
be awarded. The prize sum is laid down in the competition brief. The prize jury may, by unanimous decision, 
award the prize sum in a different manner.

In addition to this, the Finnish Patent and Registration Office awards one IPR Excellence Prize in the compe-
tition. The prize can also be shared with several participants.



§ 9 Registration in the competition and the presentation materials of competition 
entries

Registration in the competition shall be carried out according to the instructions given in the competition brief.

A company or organization that has registered in the competition agrees, upon request, to provide its entry 
for inspection by the prize jury. The prize jury may request a representative of the company or organization to 
present the entry. In these cases, the company or organization concerned shall pay any costs and insurance 
fees resulting from the presentation of the product.

§ 10 Rights to use materials 

The organizers of the competition have the right, without paying compensation, to photograph the awarded 
entries and to use the materials of prize-winning companies and organizations, such as product photographs, 
in printed and digital communications and the marketing of the competition and the exhibition.

§ 11 Assurance of having read the competition rules

By participating in the competition, a company or organization also gives its assurance that it accepts the 
competition rules, the competition brief, the fees and other responsibilities of the competition and possesses 
the rights to the competition entry.

Due to a force majeure, the organizers of the competition have the right to update the competition rules.


